State Coordinator’s Case Example (Embezzlement)

In early 2012, FInCEN conducted outreach to all of its state and local law enforcement
partners, and asked for cases where FINCEN data played a useful role in their
investigations. Below, in their own words, is an example of how FINCEN’s stakeholders
use FINCEN data. It has been edited only for confidentiality and privacy concerns.

The following example is from a state coordinator’s case. State coordinators are the
primary contact points for local and state law enforcement agencies to obtain FInCEN
records. Depending on the state, the coordinator could be the attorney general, state
police, or the department of public safety. Frequently, the state coordinators are the
primary contact point for a variety of resources that can benefit law enforcement
agencies.

“A plastic surgeon discovered an embezzlement scheme by his bookkeeper when,
during the bookkeeper’'s vacation, he learned of his overdrawn account. The
bookkeeper had attempted to evade detection of the embezzlement by destroying, inter
alia, bank records and tax deficiency notices. FInCEN records led us to request all
records for the subject’s gaming activity from local casinos and we established that the
subject had been embezzling for over 5 years to support her gambling habit. Upon our
establishing an embezzlement of over $300,000 the subject took a nolo contendre plea
and received a sentence of 20 years suspended after 78 months.”
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