Suspicious Activity Reports Document Transactions by Defendant
With Ties to Organized Crime Group, Possible Terrorism Financing
An illegal alien pleaded guilty to stealing Social Security numbers, fabricating names, and
swindling almost $2 million dollars from credit card companies.
The defendant’s name surfaced in the course of an investigation into organized criminal
activity. Suspicious Activity Reports document some of the most serious charges against the
defendant.
In late 2006, a federal judge sentenced the defendant to four years in prison for his role in a
credit card fraud ring that bilked more than $1.7 million from credit card companies using
stolen Social Security numbers and fictitious names. The judge indicated that the defendant, a
Lebanese national, is an illegal alien who came into the United States from Mexico and has
ordered him deported following the completion of his sentence.
The defendant pleaded guilty earlier to conspiracy to commit credit card fraud and
aggravated identity theft. The charges arose out of a search of his apartment by the Federal
Bureau of Investigation during which agents discovered dozens of credit cards and identity
profiles. They also seized mail from six different commercial mailboxes where the defendant
received mail from credit card companies in fictitious names.
Further investigation determined that the defendant obtained credit cards with the help of
stolen Social Security numbers and fictitious names. In doing so, he was able to transfer
balances, receive cash, and make purchases such as the $12,000 he supposedly used for hair
implants.
Three financial institutions filed SARs on the defendant citing check kiting and credit card
fraud as the suspect activity. In addition to listing instances of the defendant passing bad
checks, one SAR noted that the defendant had opened 13 accounts within a 24-month period
and revolved funds totaling more than $70,000 on these accounts. Another SAR noted large
funds transfers to Lebanon.
(Investigating Agency: Federal Bureau of Investigation)
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