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Re: Revised Suspicious Activity Report by Depository Institutions
71 FederalRegister8640 (February 17,2006)

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The American Bankers Association (ABA) appreciates the opportunity to comment
on the proposed revised SAR-DI form. ABA generally considers the modifications
to be helpful improvements that warrant some clarification. However, we do
suggest an alternative format for collecting reporter identity that better
accommodates holding company situations and enterprise-wide reporting. In
addition, we caution that the transition to the new form account for the fact that

banks have adopted a variety of internal controls and methods to initiate, investigate,
evaluate and file SARs, and these will need to be adjusted over time to integrate with
the new reporting elements and format. Accordingly, a sufficient transition period
and appropriate supervisory flexibility will be necessary as the changes are
implemented. Finally, ABA recommends that any revised SAR-DI be made available
electronically in beta form on BSA Direct to permit testing and evaluating whether
the electronic version and its instructions are comprehensive before finalizing the
new SAR-DI format.

The American Bankers Association, on behalf of the more than two
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