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March 31, 2006

Financial Crimes Enforcement Network Information Collection Comments
Post Office Box 39 Chief Counsel’s Office
Vienna, VA 22183 Office of Thrift Supervision

1700 G Street, NW

Washj.ngton, DC 20552
Attention: 1506-0001, Revised Suspicious Activity Report by Financial Institutions
To Whom It May Concern:

MidFirst Bank appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Suspicious Activity Report by Depository
Institutions (SAR) revisions as published in the February 17, 2006, Federal Register beginning on page
8640. The proposed changes appear to provide clarity as to the information financial institutions should
provide on the Suspicious Activity Report and therefore will make the reporting process more consistent
and useful. Despite the overall benefit, MidFirst offers a few items areas for consideration.

1.  Given the confidential nature of the SAR, MidFirst questions items 1 and 26 b regarding the
joint filing of SAR reports by multiple financial institutions. MidFirst appreciates the benefit
afforded law enforcement via the joint filing, yet MidFirst is concerned that existing prohibitions
on sharing of SAR related information with third parties actually prevent such joint filing to
occur. MidFirst requests that FinCEN and the banking agencies provide specific examples of the
types of situations in which a joint filing might be warranted as well as specific confirmation that
such a joint filing would not adversely effect the safe harbor provisions for the institutions
reporting in a joint manner. With respect to a joint filing, MidFirst requests FinCEN to clarify
that an institution is only responsible for the retention of records between the subject and the
respective institution and is not responsible for records between the subject and the other
institutions a part of the SAR filing.






