
u.s. Department of Justice

Criminal Division

Washington, D,C. 20530

April 17, 2006

VIA E-MAIL

Financial Crimes Enforcement Network
Post Office Box 39
Vienna, Virginia 22183

Re: Suspicious Activity Report by Depository Institutions OMB No. 1506-0001
Federal Register 8640 (February 17, 2006)

Dear Sirs:

The Asset Forfeiture and Money Laundering Section respectfully requests the subject
Draft Suspicious Activity Report by Depository Institutions (SAR) be modified on Page 1, Part
II, Line 23, to include a check box for the identification of "Suspicious activity involving a
politically exposed person."

The expression "politically exposed person" ("PEP") applies to persons and their close
associates who perform important public functions for a state. The Swiss Federal Banking
Commission, in its guidelines on money laundering, uses the term for a "person occupying an
important public function." Wolfsberg Anti-Money Laundering Principles provide specific
examples of "Politically Exposed Persons," such as heads of state, cabinet ministers, political
party leaders, influential executives in nationalized industries or under government
administration, senior judicial or military officials, and members of ruling families, among
others. Above this, The Financial Action Task Force (FATF)1has issued in the Forty
Recommendations, Recommendation 6, which states:

IThe FATF is an inter-government body which sets standards, and develops and promotes
policies to combat money laundering and terrorist financing. It currently has 33 members;31
countriesandgovernmentsandtwo internationalorganizations;andmorethan20observers:five
FATF-style regional bodies and more than 15 other international organizations or bodies.




