State Agency Case Example (Money Services)

In early 2012, FInCEN conducted outreach to all of its state and local law enforcement
partners, and asked for cases where FINCEN data played a useful role in their
investigations. Below, in their own words, is an example of how FINCEN’s stakeholders
use FINCEN data. It has been edited only for confidentiality and privacy concerns.

The following example is from a state agency case. FInCEN maintains Memoranda of
Understanding with some state agencies that have criminal investigative authority in
matters such as taxes, revenues, and gambling. Typically, these agencies requested
FINCEN data so frequently that they tended to overburden the state coordinators. Based
on the agencies’ mission and use of the data, FInCEN provides access to ensure that
BSA material is used to its fullest extent.

“Our money service business squad considers the FINCEN intelligence as invaluable to
their work. Without it, there would be no MSB investigations. The vital reason for using
the FINCEN intelligence is that it identifies some of the filers as known criminals, which
in turn incriminates the money service businesses that they are utilizing. The financial
analysis on FINCEN also corroborated the days of the week when the criminal activity
occurs most frequently.”
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